
Supporting local authorities
to access funding

Who are we?

FMDV (Global Fund for Cities’ Development)
is an international alliance of cities created in 2010. 
It aims at supporting local governments in fi nding 
solutions to access the necessary fi nancial resources
to build sustainable urban development. 
Based in Paris, FMDV has regional offi ces and national 
representations in every continent to work closely
with its local partners. 
More info at www.fmdv.net

The Local Government and Decentralization
Unit of UN Habitat supports local governments
and their associations, working closely with both
central and territorial governments to establish 
mechanisms of dialogue, to exchange best practices 
and to support projects for the empowerment of local 
and regional governments through a fair distribution
of responsibilities and resources. 
More info at www.unhabitat.org 

Supporting local authorities
to access funding
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Join the 
platform!

Share your knowledge, be 
inspired by others’ experience 

and contribute to build 
sustainable cities!

Uraía is an alliance 
between a variety 
of actors working 
together to identify 
concrete solutions to 
reinforce municipal 
fi nances, improve 
transparency and cost-
effectiveness in urban 
service provision. 
It gathers:

●  Local governments and
their associations

●  Service and technology providers 
from the private sector

●  Universities, experts and
research institutes

●  International organizations
and civil society

●  Ministries in charge of innovation 
in public management from 
central governments
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 The Uraía Platform

Why do we 
need it?
All around the world, local governments are experimenting 
increasing urban challenges. To respond to their citizens’ 
demand for more and better services, public administrations 
need to be more efficient and capable than ever, and this 
often depends on access to diversified and sustainable  
sources of funding as well as stronger dialogue and citizen 
participation. 

SMART technologies such as applications via mobile phones, sensors  
or smart cards offer huge opportunities to improve local administration 
and build connected, inclusive and more efficient territories.

However, choosing the right products and mechanisms can be a challenge 
for local governments. Sharing experiences, failures and successes 
with other peers is a key element of the learning process.

What 
services 
does 
Uraía 
offer?

What  
is it?
Uraía is a platform that brings 

together local governments, 

service and technology providers, 

and supports innovation in 

local public management by 

introducing the use of SMART 

technologies into 3 main areas:

1. Access to a systematized 
collection of inspiring practices 

Creation of a repository of existing  
solutions and practical experiences, such as:
➥  Example of regulations and legislative 

frameworks
➥  Guidelines for local open data policies
➥  Procurement guidelines for city managers
➥   Examples of contracts and pricing  

for services
➥   Repository of open software
➥  List of contacts and experts

2. Learning and capacity building opportunities

Organization of training workshops for local governments to:
➥  Facilitate knowledge transfer on innovative strategies and anticipate  

trends in the use of new technologies
➥  Create networking opportunities between public administrations  

and private providers.

3. Pilot project development 
support

Selected projects of the platform local governments 
will receive technical assistance and support 
in articulation with technology providers. 
Experimentation will be encouraged, especially 
through creation of apps aiming at:
➥  Improving municipal finances
➥  Managing assets and infrastructure
➥  Transforming informality in municipal services
➥  Creating communication channels between 

the citizen and the local decision-makers

To know more about  
our next activities and events:

visit our website www.uraia.org
follow us on Twitter @UraiaCIT

or write to info@uraia.org

Contact

Municipal finances: 

Increase local revenue by: expanding local taxation, 
tackling informality, improving legislation and procedures.

 Management of public services  
and infrastructure: 

Foster efficiency by: planning ahead, reducing costs  
and saving energy in public lighting, water supply,  
waste management or mobility.

Transparency and accountability: 

Ensure access to data, increase channels for citizen 
participation and dialogue with local governments,  
and facilitate monitoring over public expenditures, 
through mechanisms such as Open Data policies or  
Participatory Budgeting.

Uraía means  
“Citizenship” in  

the Swahili language:  
The qualities that a person  

is expected to have as  
a responsible member  

of a community.  
Merriam-Webster dictionary.


